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Detail Action 

Claims 1-19 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Goft et al (us pat 6490586) (hereinafter Goft) in view of Haggerty et al (us pat 6331983) 

(hereinafter Haggerty). 

As regarding claim 1 , Goft disclosed receiving a request for division into groups, 
the request indicating which one or more other terminals belong to the same group 
(col.2, lines 45-59, col. 3, lines 8-44); and performing either one of selective reception 
and selective replay of stream data issued from only the one or more other terminals 
belonging to the same group in accordance with the request, the stream data being 
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simultaneously transmitted through a communication network to the plurality of 
terminals having the same multicast address (col.6, lines 1-44). 

Goft did not expressly disclose the stream data. 

Haggerty taught the multicast of stream data (see col. 7, lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate stream data of Haggerty in Goft such that to have 
the stream data because both Haggerty and Goft has taught inventions related to 
multicasting data from one user to multiple users. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Goft because having stream data in the multicast environment would 
ensure real-time delivery (see Haggerty col.6, lines 58-60). 

As regarding claim 2, Goft-Haggerty disclosed the performing step is a step of 
selectively receiving the stream data issued from only the one or more other terminals 
belonging to the same group (see Goft col.2, lines 4-26, lines 45-59). 

As regarding claim 3, Goft-Haggerty disclosed the performing step is a step of 
selectively replaying the stream data issued from only the one or more other terminals 
belonging to the same group (see Goft col. 3, lines 8-49). 

As regarding claim 4, Goft-Haggerty disclosed making the host terminal divide 
the plurality of terminals to a plurality of groups of terminals in response to a division 
request (see Goft col. 3, lines 61-67, leader of multicast groupt); making the host 
terminal transmit information about a plurality of divided groups to the client terminals 
having the same multicast address, each of the client terminals recognizing one or more 
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terminals belonging to the same divided group (see Goft col. 3, lines 8-67); and making 
each of the client terminals perform either one of selective reception and selective 
display of stream data issued from only the one or more terminals belonging to the 
same divided group, the stream data being simultaneously transmitted through the 
communication network to the plurality of terminals having the same multicast address 
(see Goft col.6, lines 1-44). 

As regarding claim 5, Goft-Haggerty disclosed request receiving means for 
receiving a request for division into groups, the request including information indicating 
that the terminal belongs to which group (see Goft col. 3, lines 8-14); producing means 
for producing, in response to the request, only the stream data coming from one or 
more other terminals belonging to the same group as the terminal (see Goft col.6, lines 
1-44); and replaying means for replaying only the stream data produced by the 
producing means (col.6, lines 1-44, processing the data). 

As regarding claim 6, Goft-Haggerty disclosed the multicast system is a 
multicast conferencing system for a multicast conference, in which the terminal serves 
as one of a plurality of conference terminals (see Goft col.2, lines 60-65, multicast group 
message). 

As regarding claim 7, Goft-Haggerty disclosed data receiving means for 
selectively receiving only the stream data coming from the one or more other terminals 
indicated by the request among the stream data coming from the other conference 
terminals having the same multicast address (see Goft col.6, lines 1-44); and scene re- 
writing means for re-writing the selectively received stream data into a scene description 
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on the basis of scene descriptions making correspondence between layout information 
to be displayed and the stream data (see Goft col.6, lines 1-44, filtering the data), and 
the replaying means is configured to replay the stream data according to both of the 
stream data selectively received by the receiving means and the scene description re- 
written by the scene re-writing means (see Goft col.6, lines 1-44, processing the data for 
display). 

As regarding claim 8, Goft-Haggerty disclosed data receiving means for receiving 
the stream data from the other conference terminals having the same multicast 
address (see Goft col.6 t lines 1-5, lines 52-67, col.6, lines 1-44); and scene re-writing 
means for selectively re-writing only the stream data into a scene description on the 
basis of scene descriptions making correspondence between layout information to be 
displayed and the stream data, the stream data to be re-written coming from the one or 
more other terminals indicated by the request among the stream data coming from the 
other conference terminals having the same multicast address (col.6, lines 1-44), and 
the replaying means is configured to selectively replay the stream data received by the 
receiving means in accordance with the scene description re-written by the scene re- 
writing means (col.6, lines 1-44). 

As regarding claim 9, Goft-Haggerty disclosed deciding means for arbitrarily 
deciding a plurality of divided groups of terminals among the plurality of terminals all 
having the same multicast address; and issuing means for issuing the request, based 
on the plurality of groups decided, to the request receiving means and the other 
terminals all having the same multicast address (see Goft col.3, lines 6-67). 
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As regarding claim 10, the limitations are similar to claim 7, therefore rejected for 
the same rationale as claim 7. 

As regarding claim 1 1 , the limitations are similar to claim 8, therefore rejected for 
the same rationale as claim 8. 

As regarding claim 12, Goft-Haggerty disclosed the scene description consists of 
layout information composed of sizes and positions of windows for replaying video data 
included in the stream data and media information composed of information about 
identifying the stream data to be replayed, and the replaying means includes scene 
changeover means for selectivity changing over only the layout information in response 
to the re-written scene description so that only the stream data coming from the one or 
more other terminals belonging to the same group are replayed (see Goft col. 5, lines 2- 
24, lines 52-67). 

As regarding claim 13, the limitations are similar to claim 12, therefore rejected 
for the same rationale as claim 12. 

As regarding claim 14, Goft-Haggerty disclosed the replaying means includes 
means for changing a layout of the windows to be displayed by moving in position the 
windows responsively to a user's operation (see Goft col. 5, lines 13-24, col.6, lines 1- 
44). 

As regarding claim 15, Goft-Haggerty disclosed a single host conference 
terminal designated in the plurality of conference terminals (col. 3, lines 45-67), 
including: first request receiving means for receiving a request for division into groups, 
the request including information indicating that the terminal belongs to which group 



Application/Control Number: 09/989,1 10 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2143 

(see Goft col3., lines 8-67, col.6, lines 1-44); first producing means for producing, in 
response to the request, only the stream data coming from one or more other terminals 
belonging to the same group as the terminal (see Goft col. 3, lines 8-67, col.6, lines 1- 
44); first replaying means for replaying only the stream data produced by the first 
producing means; deciding means for arbitrarily deciding a plurality of divided groups of 
terminals among the plurality of terminals all having the same multicast address (see 
Goft col. 3, lines 8-67, col.6, lines 1-44); and issuing means for issuing the request, 
based on the plurality of groups decided, to the first request receiving means and client 
conference terminals all having the same multicast address (see Goft col. 3, lines 8-67, 
col.6, lines 1-44) ; and a plurality of remaining client conference terminals, each 
including: second request receiving means for receiving the request for division into 
groups (see Goft col. 3, lines 8-67, col.6, lines 1-44); second producing means for 
producing, in response to the request, only the stream data coming from one or more 
other terminals belonging to the same group as the terminal (see Goft col. 3, lines 8-67, 
col.6, lines 1-44); and second replaying means for replaying only the stream data 
produced by the second producing means (see Goft col. 3, lines 8-67, col.6, lines 1-44). 

As regarding claim 16, the limitations are similar to claim 7, therefore rejected for 
the same ration as claim 7. 

As regarding claim 17, the limitations are similar to claim 8, therefore rejected for 
the same rationale as claim 8. 

As regarding claim 18, the limitations are similar to claim 1, therefore rejected for 
the same rationales as claim 1 . 
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As regarding claim 19, the limitations are similar to claim 7, therefore rejected for 
the same ration as claim 7. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duyen M. Doan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4226. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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